Ovarian metastases from cervical carcinomas other than pure adenocarcinomas. A report of 12 cases.
Twelve cases of ovarian metastases from cervical carcinomas, most with clinical manifestations of ovarian involvement, are reported. The patients were 23-73 years of age (average, 43 years). The ovarian and cervical tumors were synchronous in eight patients; in three, ovarian tumors were discovered 10 months, 2.5, and 3 years after the detection of a cervical neoplasm. In one patient, the cervical tumor was not discovered until autopsy 7 months after presentation. Four patients had abdominal swelling or distention, three had vaginal bleeding, three had an abnormal Papanicolaou smear, and two had masses discovered during pelvic examination. The ovarian tumors, six of which were bilateral, ranged from 5-17 cm (average, 9.5 cm) in maximal dimension in 11 patients; in the 12th patient, the involved ovary was not enlarged. The cervical tumors were grossly evident in 10 patients. They were usually deeply invasive, often with extracervical extension. Four were squamous cell carcinomas; two, small cell carcinomas; one, a mixed small cell carcinoma and adenocarcinoma; one, a mixed poorly differentiated carcinoid and adenocarcinoma; two, adenosquamous carcinomas; one, a transitional cell carcinoma; and one, an undifferentiated carcinoma. Various features, including bilaterality of the ovarian tumors, the finding that the histologic features of the ovarian tumors typically were unusual for a primary ovarian neoplasm, and the presence of extensive extracervical disease, led to the conclusion that the ovarian tumors were metastatic from the cervix. Although ovarian metastases of cervical carcinoma are uncommon, this series illustrates that, occasionally striking examples with clinical manifestations of ovarian involvement occur.